The Menendez Brothers’ defense was like a
Tapestry made from threads that took weeks
to weave into a coherent story for the
first-trial jurors.

No single thread tells the whole story.

Haters are fond of taking a thread and
tugging at it, trying to unravel the whole
Tapestry.
But...one thread’s absence wouldn’t
be noticed in the overall pattern.

The Tapestry gave me, as a juror, and still
does, Reasonable Doubt. Doubt that things
happened as told by the prosecutors.
It was their Burden of Proof, after all.
The prosecution’s, not the defense’s.

257






The legal defense in the first trial was
Imperfect Self Defense.
(The honest, but unreasonable, fear that
one’s life is in imminent danger.)
(Perfect Self Defense is not a crime.)
(The verdict for an Imperfect Self
Defense killing is manslaughter.)
(The maximum sentence for manslaughter
X2 is 22 years.)

The same judge, in the second trial,
cruelly eliminated Imperfect Self Defense
from consideration and did not allow the
same evidence to be presented to the new
jury. They had no choice but to render
murder verdicts.

It’s not the jurors’ fault.

The Judge and the DA are to blame.

They were greedy for a "win".
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